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1. The Company   
 
“a company at the forefront of testing the nature 

of theatre” The Guardian 
 
imitating the dog (ITD) has been creating and touring original performance work 
since 1998. Over this period we have built up a unique reputation, both within 
the UK and in Europe, for making high quality touring pieces of theatre that 
challenge theatrical convention and create exciting and testing viewing 
experiences for its audiences. 
 
 
The aim of the work is to be innovatory and, at the same time, make 
performances that are accessible to its audiences. The work aims to explore 
innovative dramaturgical techniques through incorporating new approaches in 
stage design, media and writing and it often draws on the aesthetics and 
fictional techniques of the cinema for its scenographic and thematic inspiration. 
 
 
We create bold and striking stories that are relevant to contemporary living, ones 
that focus on the ways in which the dynamics of love, violence, politics, what 
constitutes society, of having and caring for children, operate within a world 
where the decision as to what might be the right and just action seems 
increasingly hard to locate. 
 
 
Initially beginning life as a small scale touring company ITD has, since 2004, 
toured to venues that include West Yorkshire Playhouse, Warwick Arts Centre, 
The Lowry, Theatre Royal, Winchester, the Northcott Theatre, Exeter, Mayfest, 
Bristol, Theatre Royal, York. ITD has also toured extensively internationally. Tour 
destinations have included Armenia Bulgaria, Brazil, France, Georgia, Greece, 
Lebanon and Taiwan. One of the central aims of ITD is to create outstanding 
work that bridges the gap between small and middle scale touring in terms of 
design, technical and thematic ambition and also to bring innovative 
performance practice to new audiences and to audiences more used to 
mainstream theatre. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

2. Education 
 
The company offers a wide range of education activities alongside our 
performances to enhance an understanding of the work. Stand-alone 
workshops are offered to schools, universities and drama centres to give 
students an insight into our working methods and techniques, introducing 
simple devising techniques and integrated technologies. Master classes in both 
the theory and the technological construction of our work are also available, as 
are after-show discussions and more general lectures which can be tailored to a 
wide variety of needs. We also work regularly on longer performance projects 
and residencies, particularly with undergraduate theatre degree courses or 
drama schools. 
 
 
All company members have extensive experience of working with students and 
professionals. We have strong links with Lancaster University and Central St 
Martins and are currently company in residence at LICA. With company 
members Andrew Quick and Pete Brooks lecturing in Theatre Studies and 
Scenography respectively we are strongly attached to the academic world from 
which we emerged. 
 
 

" we were looking for a cutting-edge workshop that would really challenge our 
students and that's exactly what ITD gave us....Devising took on a different 
dimension ,giving us different perspectives on familiar territory and allowing 

technology to open up a whole new area for us to explore in performance.Year 
13 students developed such ideas further as a route into their final practical 

performance piece." 
 

John Lonsdale: Director of Performance, Sandbach School 
 
 
 

“The workshop run by Imitating the Dog for level 1 students of Theatre and 
Performance at the University of Sheffield was an extremely valuable way of 

engaging with the company's creative methodologies. The students 
experimented with a variety of creative practices relating both to theatre and film 
and were unanimously excited about the ways in which these practices can be 

used in performance. The feedback from the students was very positive, 
highlighting not only the quality of the exercises and methodologies but also the 
care and wealth of information with which the company members responded to 

their questions.” 
 

Dr Carmen Szabo: Lecturer in Theatre, University of Sheffield 
 



 

 

3. Workshop Guide 
 
 
Tracking Shot 
 
How do you achieve a tracking shot live on stage? And why would you want to? 
 
This session focuses on the use of cinematic techniques in live performance and 
draws on our own working methods. The workshop will take an extraordinary 
event as its starting point and encourage participants to explore the different 
ways in which the methods and language of film can be used in live 
performance.  
 
Workshop participants work on their physical and choreographic skills and are 
asked to make inventive use of space, while also developing their ability to 
manage the performance ‘score’ – its pacing and structure. 
 
The workshop can be run as a single 3 hour session or over a whole day. 
 
 
 

From Page to Stage 
 
For the first time in the company’s history we are adapting a novel for the 
stage... 
 
This workshop focuses on the many aspects of theatrical story-telling and offers 
new perspectives on approaching text in the frame of theatre. Starting with a 
selection of written material, from work by the War Poets, novels set during the 
First World War and newspaper articles sourced from the period, the group will 
explore how different modes can be used to deliver a story from page to 
performance and engage an audience.  
 
This workshop can also be adapted to include texts, subjects or existing writing 
which are of interest to the group. 
 
The workshop can be run as a single 3 hour session or over a whole day. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Monument 
 
Taking inspiration from a box of mementos this workshop invites participants to 
build a monument. Part story and part remembrance, this workshop explores 
the narratives of war, everyday conflict and love at a time when we are looking 
back 100 years to the history of World War 1 employing some key techniques 
used in our current work and giving the participants the chance to engage in 
visual, intellectual and performative exercises.  
 
This workshop is designed for students studying at higher and further education 
level, as well as professional practitioners who may be looking at a slightly 
alternative mode of making performance. 
 
The workshop can be run as a single 3 hour session, over a whole day or as a 
longer project. 
 
 
 

Inside the Matrix 
 
An insight into the often baffling and frequently testing world of Isadora! Isadora 
is a powerful programming environment for using many different forms of media 
in live performance. This workshop is aimed at those who wish to use this form 
of technology in their work but just have no idea how to start. We don’t claim to 
know everything but we’ll share what we do and show you some shortcuts to 
some startling effects.  
 
This workshop has been used with a variety of university and college students 
as well as theatre companies and practitioners with an interest into the 
technological and digital aspects of the company and how this can be used in a 
performance environment. 
 
This workshop can be run as a group session or can be tailored to the specific 
needs of a company or practitioner. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Company Seminar 
 
With more and more students using the company for examples in theoretical 
examinations, we have found it very useful to offer student groups a seminar 
which provides valuable information on the company’s background, working 
methodologies and performance processes. 
 
 
The seminars can be tailored to your educational establishments need in terms 
of the depth of information provided and also the areas focused upon. 
 
 
 

In Residence & Longer Projects 
 
Much of our professional touring work starts life as student projects. We have 
had many experiences working with students in a residency or extended project 
setting; from the initial conception and brainstorming sessions, through the 
devising process and ending with the final performance(s). 
 
Our extended projects can run over a continuous timeframe or be split over a 
longer period with company members acting on a more ‘drop-in’ basis for your 
students. All of our workshops listed in this guide can be, and have been, used 
as a template for an extended project. We are also more than happy and 
excited to work with you on your specific needs on a project, whether it is a 
particular text, performance mode or devising technique. 
 
 
 

Post Show Discussion & Set Tours 
 
During our touring period many of our host theatres offer post show 
discussions. These discussions allow audience members the opportunity to ask 
the company’s directors, performers and technicians (as long as they agree to 
take the stage – the bribe of a free drink often does the trick) to ask any 
questions they like regarding the performance. These range from questions 
regarding the making of the performance, how it is for the performers, as well as 
technical aspects of the show. It’s an excellent opportunity to ask us whatever 
you like – just be nice! We are also more than happy to show students around 
the set as long as the host theatre allows. These set tours highlight the physical 
aspects of the set and how many of our illusions and tricks are created, often 
using much more simplistic methods than you may think. 
 
 



 

 

Available Resources 
 
Kellerman Script: 2010 Presses Universitaires du Mirail 
 
Theatricalizing Cinema (including 6 Degrees Below the Horizon / The Zero Hour 
scripts): 2013 imitating the dog / LICA publication 
 
DVD Kellerman (2009)  
 
DVD 6 Degrees Below the Horizon (2013) 
 
DVD The Zero Hour (2013)  
 
CD 6 Degrees Below the Horizon soundtrack by Hope & Social (2013) 
 
CD The Zero Hour soundtrack by Jeremy Peyton-Jones (2013) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

4. Exam Board Guide 
 
The following information is designed to help you choose which workshop would 
work best for the exam board you are following. Please get in touch if you have 
any questions. 
 
 

GCSE (Ages 14 – 16)  
 
Edexcel GCSE Drama 
 
UNIT 1: Drama Exploration: Tracking Shot, From Page to Stage, Monument 
 
 
UNIT 2: Exploring Play Texts: From Page to Stage 
 
 
 UNIT 3: Drama Performance: Tracking Shot, From Page to Stage, Monument 
 
 

AQA GCSE Drama 
 
4260:     Expressive Arts: From Page to Stage, Monument 
 
 
4240:     Drama: 
 

devised thematic work / improvisation / physical theatre: Tracking Shot, From 
Page to Stage, Monument 
 
set design / lighting and sound / stage management: Post Show Discussion & Set 
Tour Q&A 

 
 
4880:      Performing Arts: Tracking Shot, From Page to Stage, Monument 
 

 
OCR GCSE Drama 
 
J367        Expressive Arts: From Page to Stage, Monument 
 
 
J315        Drama: Tracking Shot, From Page to Stage 
 



 

 

AS/A Level (16-18)  
 
Edexcel GCE AS/A Level Drama & Theatre Studies 
 
GCE Advanced Subsidiary level: Tracking Shot (Advanced), From Page to Stage 
(Advanced), Monument (Advanced) Company Seminar 

 
 
GCE Advanced level: Tracking Shot (Advanced), From Page to Stage (Advanced), 
Monument (Advanced) Company Seminar 
 
Drama and the role of the director: Company Seminar, Post Show Discussion Q & A 
 
 

AQA AS/A Level Drama & Theatre Studies (2240) 
 
Unit 1: Live Theatre Production Seen and Prescribed Play: Post Show Discussion Q & A 
and Set Tour 
 
 
Unit 4: Presentation of Devised Drama: Tracking Shot (Advanced), From Page to Stage 
(Advanced), Monument (Advanced) Company Seminar 
 
 

OCR AS/A Level 
  
Performance Studies H148, H584: Tracking Shot (Advanced), From Page to Stage 
(Advanced), Monument (Advanced) Company Seminar 
 
 
Performing Arts H146, H546 H584: Tracking Shot (Advanced), From Page to Stage 
(Advanced), Monument (Advanced) Company Seminar 
 
 
 



 

 

5. Price Guide 
 
Tracking Shot, Our Side of the Story, Monument, Inside the Matrix:  2-3 Hours 
£300.00 / 4-5 Hours: £500.00 
 
Company Seminar:  1-2 Hours: £200.00            
 
In Residence: & Longer Projects  Negotiable – depending on length of project, 
resources and company members needed. Get in touch for a quote. 
 
Post Show Discussion & Set tour:  FREE!! This would be included in the price of 
your ticket for the performance. 
 
Special Offer 
 
We are very aware of the limitations educational establishments have when it 
comes to paying for external workshops. Although our costs only cover travel 
and company member fee(s) we know this money may not always be available. 
We have found a way of reducing the cost of our half day workshops. All it takes 
is a little work from you. If you can get another educational establishment to 
agree to take a half day workshop on the same day as yours then we will reduce 
the fee to £200.00. All we need is a contact name and email and we will do the 
rest. 
 
 

To make a booking 
 
For any enquires about our work or to make a booking please contact us via 
email at morven@imitatingthedog.co.uk 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
 
 
 


